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The historic Port Huron building on the
site of the former Takanassee Beach
Club in Long Branch.

Unger: City should help save Tak. house
Port Huron building listed for sale on historic preservation Web site for $1
BY CHRISTINE VARNO Staff Writer

Councilman Brian Unger is calling on Long Branch government to
get involved with efforts to preserve one of the historic structures on
the former Takanassee Beach Club site.

"We should pitch in to help find a home for this historic building,"
said Unger in a press release. "If it can possibly remain in Long
Branch as part of our historic inventory, let's look at that option, too.

"The sooner these structures are secured and preserved, the better,"
he added.

Unger's comments come in the wake of the Port Huron building, one
of three historic structures on the Takanassee site that comprise the
original U.S. Lifesaving Station 5, being listed for sale on the

National Trust for Historic PreservationWeb site for $1.

All three of the structures must be preserved by owner Isaac Chera, principal of Takanassee Developers, under
the Coastal Area Facility Review Act (CAFRA) permit issued by the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP).

"The Port Huron building is to be relocated and repaired," said attorney Lawrence F. Jacobs, who is
representing Chera. "We would have to work with a potential buyer on the relocation and repairs of the
structure, and the DEP must approve all plans.

"We have been contacted by a couple of different organizations" interested in buying the building, but nothing
has been finalized, Jacobs said.

The circa-1900 Port Huron-type building is listed on the Historic Preservation Web site as a 2 !-story, 3,446-
square-foot shingle-style structure, featuring cedar shingles and two towers. The building is frame constructed
and the foundation and basement walls are brick. Though originally built as a single-family residence, it has
been divided into three apartment units and is in fair condition and has been vacant for two years.

According to the Web site, the Port Huron house is situated on property scheduled for redevelopment and is
subject to conditions set forth by the DEP in a permit requiring it to be moved off-site. The property owner will
convey title of the building for the nominal consideration of $1. Any interested party would be responsible for
moving the house to another site.
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software and services Chera was issued a CAFRA permit from the DEP on Feb. 28 to

construct five single-family homes, eight condominium units and six
townhouses on the 4.8-acre site where the three original Life Saving
stations stand.

With the approval come some 30 conditions the developer must
adhere to in order to move forward with the project, including
preserving the historic Life Saving buildings.

Plans call for Chera to preserve one of the buildings on site and to
relocate the other two stations to off-site locations, where they also
will be restored.

According to Jacobs, Chera has also received inquiries on one of the
other historic life saving stations and is currently in discussions with one organization interested in relocating
and repairing the structure.

"We are exploring all options," Jacobs said, adding that any interested parties can call him at 732-855-6167.

The Takanassee Beach Club property was sold to Chera for just under $18 million by the Peters family, which
consists of Ginger Peters, her brother, Scott Peters, and their sister-in-law, Kristen Peters.

Ginger Peters took her family to court to force the sale of the property, saying that the sale is necessary in order
to obtain needed money to support medical bills for her cerebral palsy and spinal stenosis.

Scott Peters has objected to the sale of the property.
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